
Elkhorn Creek Campout Weekend Plan 
 
The following plan is a suggested itinerary for a weekend campout  at Elkhorn Campground in Forks-of-Elkhorn, 
KY (four miles east of Frankfort, KY on US-460). Use any or all parts of it for a day trip if you can’t camp. 
 
General Background:  
 
The South Fork of  Elkhorn Creek comes out of Lexington area. If it has rained hard there within 8-12 hours of 
your trip, expect it to come up and get muddy. Don’t despair, it drops and clears within a day (usually).  
 
The North Fork of Elkhorn Creek comes out of Georgetown area. If it has rained hard there within 8-12 hours of 
your trip, expect it to come up and get muddy and be at the Forks. Unfortunately, the North Fork takes several days 
to clear and if it rained hard enough it will stain the whole mainstream too. 
 
The Mainstream of Elkhorn Creek is formed in Forks-of-Elkhorn and runs eleven miles to the Kentucky River. The 
Forks area is good fishing as is the Peaks Mill area and the Fish Hatchery area. See NKFF Map Book for more 
details. You are only allowed to keep ONE smallmouth over 16” or any 10”-12” ones.  
 
Friday – Setup your campsite. Be finished by 7:00PM then Fish either area below (return to camp at dark): 

- The Forks-of-Elkhorn MAINSTREAM  - downstream from the bridge on US-460 in the Forks. 
The big pool formed by the North Fork coming in along US-460 as you drive west on US-460 
(approaching Scruggs Lane) and the South Fork (what comes under the bridge) holds 
smallmouth, sunfish and carp. The riffles and pools downstream about 100 yards are VERY 
good fishing for smallmouth bass (use either Sneaky Petes on top or Wooly Buggers down 
deep – both along the edges of the ledges and drop offs. In summer pool, this water is rarely 
waist deep until you get 300 yards downstream. 

 
- The DAM on the SOUTH FORK – upstream from the bridge on US-460 in the Forks. Wade 

the creek upstream (DO NOT walk on any banks – all private and watched) to the 90-degree 
dogleg to the right. There are fish from the bridge to here but not very big and not many. Start 
fishing upstream or walk up to the dam basin and fish the entire basin especially any deeper 
waters. During normal summer pool you can walk the entire basin without getting your vest 
wet.   

 
Saturday & Sunday AM – Get up EARLY. Have light snack (coffee & donuts). Be fishing by 6:00AM. Fish either 
        of the areas above (if you din not get to fish them Friday) or the area below. Return to camp  
        around 10AM and make a big breakfast/lunch: 
 

- The South Fork UPSTREAM FROM the big pool that surrounds the campground is small 
stream fishing at its best … especially early in the morning. The water on the left side of the 
island as you go upstream is DANGEROUS even in moderate flow. Cross the big riffle in front 
of the island and walk on the island and then IN THE WATER on the right side heading 
upstream for several hundred yards. About 200 yards up is a great pool (formed by a man-
made rock wall) that always holds good fish down deep. Upstream from that are long slow 
pools (some can top your waders) with good fish. Understand that the fish in the South Fork 
are not particularly long, but are very chunky. 

 
Friday & Saturday Afternoon / Early evening – Use this time to snooze, relax, tie flies or scout out the other areas  
   of the creeks. SEE ATTACHED ELKHORN LOOP pages for a description of these areas. 
Fishing through the day in summer is usually not too good. Plan a group dinner around 5PM Saturday night at one 
of the campsites, cleanup and be ready to fish the evening starting around 6:30-8PM. 
 
 
 



Friday & Saturday PM – Two great places to fish are: 
 

- The Mainstream PEAKS MILL area (follow KY-1262 off of US-460 about 2 miles east of 
Forks-of-Elkhorn. WATCH out for the 90-degree left bend in the road or you’ll end up in 
Watkinsville. Go past SWITZER BRIDGE (old covered bridge) and continue on KY-1262 
until you get to where KY-1900 comes in from the left. It’s at the bottom of a long hill and the 
is a stop sign there. Turn right and follow KY-1262 to Trautwine’s Fisherman’s parking lot at 
Sulphur Creek (fishing downstream to Peaks Mill) or continue on into Peaks Mill. Parking is 
scarce in Peaks Mill. ASK the landowners on the right side of the road if you can park on the 
left side of the road OR go down to the bridge that crosses the creek (where KY-1707 comes in 
from the right) and park there then walk back. A good idea is to combine drivers/riders and 
drop the riders off at Ed Council’s Canoe Kentucky shop (you can enter the river there by 
walking along the fence to the left, then fish up or downstream) and have the drivers park at the 
bridge and  fish upstream (or down).  

 
- The Mainstream BEHIND the Fish Hatchery. The hatchery is on Indian Gap Road (follow 

directions above to the bridge where KY-1707 comes in on the right, turn right onto KY-1707 
and follow about 100 yards to a left turn over another bridge over a side creek (usually dry) – 
this is Indian Gap Road. Follow Indian Gap Rd about two miles to the hatchery driveway (on 
the left). Park OUTSIDE THE GATE and OFF THE DRIVE. Walk around the gate and down 
the road that passes the hatchery raising pens on your right. DON’T EVEN THINK ABOUT 
THROWING A LINE IN THOSE POOLS. When you get to where the road bends to the right 
start looking for the path to the river. When you see the river you will see an island. Wade 
across to the island or upstream from it to get to the main river channels. IF THERE IS HIGH 
WATER , DO NOT FISH THE HATCHERY AREA. It is great in LOW-WATER conditions 
but very dangerous otherwise.   

 
Sunday AM – Fish as described above OR Sleep in, eat a big breakfast, break camp and stop at: 
 

- The North Fork of Elkhorn Creek at GALLOWAY ROAD and PRATTS LANE. From the 
Forks drive east on US-460 about 8 miles until you pass the golf course between Longview 
Lane and Galloway Road. Turn left onto Galloway and follow until you get to the NEW 
BRIDGE just upriver from the OLD BLUE IRON BRIDGE. Backup about 100 feet, Pratts 
Lane is on the left. You can park along the first 100 yards or so but no further down the lane. 
WE HAVE NO ACCESS AT THE CONCRETE BRIDGE DOWNSTREAM. Fish the big pool 
under the old blue iron bridge downstream. There is about a mile of water between this bridge 
and the old concrete bridge. It is a half-mile walk back up Pratts Lane to your car. 

 
Shorter Rods are better on all but the open areas of the Mainstream. 4- or 5-weight outfits less than 9-feet 
are great choices. Wooly worms, wooly buggers (black, brown, olive), rabbit strip leaches (black, olive), 
Clouser Minnows in chartreuse & white, all white or brown & white - ALL WEIGHTED (lead or tin solder 
wrapped) AND/OR bead- or cone-heads. Sneaky Pete (chartreuse #10 and #6), Black poppers (#8).  
 
Paddle-craft (canoes, kayaks or framed inflatables) are okay to use when the water is normal or down. When 
it is up and running the framed inflatables might not be a good choice. There is class II whitewater on 
several miles of the river. You must use caution. 
 
Fish hard, Fish often, limit your catch – don’t catch your limit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Forks of Elkhorn: 
 

 
 




